










Concord Township 

Planning Commission Board 

December 5, 2018 

7:30pm 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Orien Wetzel 

 

2. Commission members present: Bill Carr, Jim Bush, Orien  Wetzel, Bruce Lowstuter, and 
Candy McCorkle 
 

3. Bill Carr moved to approve the minutes from the November meeting, Jim Bush supported 
and the motion passes. 
 

4. Jim Bush moved to accept the agenda for December 5, 2018 meeting. Bruce Lowstuter 
supported and the motion passed. 
 

5. Public Comment: 
 

a. Al Cavasin, Township Supervisor shared that the Michigan Township Association 
shared an ordinance template for townships to use to prohibit recreational 
marijuana establishments. The board decided to table the review of the template 
to the January 9, 2019 meeting. 

b. Al Cavasin also shared that the townships first annual Light Up Concord 
competition went well with 38 participants displaying holiday lights on their 
homes and businesses Tuesday, 12/4/18. The winners will be announced on 
Friday, 12/7/18 at the Jackson District Library Concord Branch Holiday Open 
House. Winners must be present to win. 

c. Al Cavasin reported that the township now has its Civil Infraction tickets and that 
Officer Larry, Jackson County Sherriff Dept. has issued one Civil Infraction 
violation ticket to date. 
 

6. Unfinished Business 
a. Candy McCorkle shared that she was able to hire on behalf of the township a 

graduate student to compile the Master Plan Survey data and complete aggregate 
reports for the township and village’s use in developing Master Plans.  The report 
will be submitted to Candy McCorkle on 12/10/18 and will contain a report on the 
village data, township data, the undecided survey’s in which individuals did not 
identify if they reside in the township or the village and an aggregate of all three 
sets of data. Candy will submit the report to the township office and the village 



office by Tuesday, 12/11/18. Bo Klauth the graduate student working on the 
project will be paid once the reports are submitted. 
 

7. New Business 
a. Orien Wetzel led the board in a discussion to identify the boards goals for 2019. 

The board identified as its two goals for 2019 the following: 
i. Complete the Master Plan before the conclusion of 2019 so that it can be 

submitted to the state by 2020. 
ii. Two review and revise two ordinances per/month. Each board member 

will take an ordinance to review and revise and submit to the board for the 
final review and vote. The township has approximately 35 ordinances with 
6 of the 35 that were reviewed and revised in 2018. There are 29 
ordinances that need to be reviewed and revised. Our goal is to complete 
24 of the 29 remaining by the end of 2019. 

8. Board Comments 
a. Bill Carr shared that he spoke with a friend from Marshall Township who has 

been approached by a solar energy company to lease farmland from him to install 
a solar farm. The information Bill’s friend shared about the deal the company was 
offering was consistent with the information Orien Wetzel shared at the 
November meeting re: the solar energy company soliciting landowners in Albion 
Township. 

b. Jim Bush- No Comment 
c. Bruce Lowstuter asked if the township opted in to allow marijuana establishments 

would the township receive funds from the taxes collected. Al Cavasin and Orien 
Wetzel both responded that the township would receive revenues from the taxes 
however it is unclear how much on recreational marijuana because the State of 
Michigan has yet to determine that.   

d. Candy McCorkle- No Comment 
e. Orien Wetzel reviewed the goals for 2019 and reminded the board that January 9, 

2019 meeting agenda would be full as it would include creating schedule to revise 
the ordinances, complete the Master Plan and elect officers as well as to appoint a 
new board member. Orien also shared that his term ends on 12/31/18 and that he 
would not seek a second term.  He shared how much he has learned during his 
time on the board and that he has enjoyed working with each of us.  He shared 
that he would be willing to serve on focus groups.  The board unanimously 
thanked Orien for his service and leadership. 
 

9. Jim Bush motioned to adjourn the meeting, Candy McCorkle supported and the motion 
passed. Orien Wetzel adjourned the meeting at 8:20pm 

Respectfully Submitted by secretary: 
Candy McCorkle 
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