












Concord Township 

Planning Commission Board 

Public Meeting Minutes 

November 7, 2018 

7:30pm 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Orien Wetzel 
2. Commission members present: Bill Carr, Jim Bush, Orien Wetzel, Candy McCorkle and 

new board member Bruce Lowstuter. 
3. Jim Bush moved that October meeting minutes be approved, Bill Carr supported and the 

motion passed. 
4. Orien Wetzel facilitated a review of the agenda. Candy McCorkle moved to accept the 

agenda for the November 7, 2018 meeting, Jim Bush supported and the motion passed. 
5. Orien Wetzel read the statement on Public Comment/Citizen’s Comments and shared that 

the revised statement was an addition to the Board’s by-laws. Mr. Wetzel provided an 
explanation for the revision. 

a. Al Cavasin, Township Commissioner, shared that the new Concord Township 
website was ready for review by the Township Board, Planning Commission 
Board and township clerical staff prior to being made live for the public. The 
minutes and agendas for all township meetings will be placed on the website. Mr. 
Cavasin also shared that the Light of Concord competition is being well received 
in the community as evidenced by business sponsors and citizens registering as 
participants. Al also shared that Township issued emails will need to be changed 
to a different format in order to comply with FOIA regulations. Mr. Cavasin’s last 
comments were in regards to tabulating the survey sent out to citizens of the 
township and village to assist in creating the new master plan.  Mr. Cavasin 
shared that the tabulations were not yet complete. Once the tabulations were 
complete a report of the results would be made available to the Planning 
Commission to begin working on the new Master Plan. 

6. Unfinished Business 
a. Orien Wetzel shared that a notice to begin the Master Plan was sent to the 

Planning Commission Board per/request by Al Cavasin. The Master Plan process 
is on hold until the tabulation of the survey results is complete.  The tabulations 
are time consuming.  Candy McCorkle offered to recruit a graduate student from 
Western Michigan University to complete the tabulations and provide a report for 
the township.  Candy will work with Al to get the student started on completing 
the tabulations and creating a report to be used to begin the Master Plan. 

7. New Business 
a. Grant Bauman of Region 2 has requested that Concord Township’s Planning 

Commission state in existing and new ordinances if the ordinance is an 
addition/replacement/deletion of an existing ordinance and that amendments to 



ordinances be reviewed by the Jackson County Planning Commission per the 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.  Orien Wetzel and Al Cavasin shared that we 
have shared all ordinances and amendments with Region 2 but that this is not a 
requirement by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act instead is a recommendation 
of by the Act.  The Concord Township Planning Commission will need all 33 
ordinances retyped to show a consistent format and codification.  The Concord 
Township Board will research hiring a service to do this and the updated 
ordinance book will be shared with Region 2.  

8. Planning Commission Board Comments 
a. Bill Carr shared that he recalled that the Jackson County Planning Commission at 

one time wanted to have all municipalities in the county to use a common 
approach to creating and documenting ordinances.  However the times have 
changed and municipalities have unique needs therefore not allowing for a 
common approach. 

b. Bruce Lowstuter shared that he was happy to be a part of the Planning 
Commission Board. 

c. Jim Bush shared that Planning Commission Board will need to consider how we 
will respond to the passing of Proposal 1 which legalizes the use of recreational 
marijuana in the state of Michigan. As a Board we opted out of allowing medical 
marijuana in the township so will need to research if the passing of Proposal 1 
allows for municipalities to opt out of allowing recreational marijuana business 
within their jurisdiction.  

d. Orien Wetzel share that he visiting with Albion Township regarding the leasing of 
farmland for use of solar energy.  A solar energy company wishes to lease 
farmland for $20 per/acre and once they put solar panels on the land the lease will 
go to $800 per/acre.  He shared this with the board as an informational item since 
we have a renewable energy ordinance and to consider how the ordinance might 
be leveraged. Orien also shared that several township use our ordinances as 
guides as they revise and create new ordinances. 

9. Jim Bush moved to adjourn the meeting, Bruce Lowstuter supported and the motion 
passed. The meeting was adjourned by Orien Wetzel at 8:23pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Candy S. McCorkle, Secretary 





    CONCORD BLOTTER  
Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Report - Concord Detachment O C T O B E R   2018   

PATROL DAYS IN OCTOBER:  22           PATROL HOURS WORKED : 176 

                                        Village                    Township           TOTAL  

Calls for Service       23    29     52 
Through 911 Dispatch        6    14     20  
Thru Local Means     17      15                  32 
 
Traffic Stops      7    10      17 
Citations      3         2                5   
Verbal Warnings     4      7      11  
Motorist Assists     0              1       1 
 
FULL Reports      4                 3        7 
CHARGE Packages      0                0     0 
‘Add Narratives’        16                 12    28 
In-Custody Arrests      1                0     1  
Citation Arrests      0                0     0 
Warrant / Admin. Arrests     1                0     1      
 
Prop. & Vacation checks    14              27     31 
Ordinance Visits      2                           2                            4 
PARKING TICKETS     0              ---     0 
Marijuana Compliance    0              0      0 
 

• As backup unit elsewhere  -    4 times 

 
 

Deputy Larry Jacobson / Badge# 5606 – Concord Detachment 

 

 

 

 

 



Type of complaints    Village   Township  

 TOTAL 

Larceny Complaints     0        1   1  

Simple Assaults                    1                    0                     

1  

Fraud / I.D Theft Complaints        0         1   1 

 Animal Complaints       2         3   5 

Verbal Arguments (TWS)   5          3   8 

Domestic Situations      1         2    3 

Child Custody / CPS Complaints   1   0   1 

Drug Complaints        1   0   1  

MDOP Complaints                 1   0  

 1  

Trespassing Issues                 0                  0  

 0 

Alarms                     0       0   0 

Illegal Dumping Complaints                0   1  

 1 

Traffic Crashes                 6   5  

 1 1  

Traffic Issues (Trees, lines)               1   5                  

6 

B&E (Burglary)                 0   1  

 1 

Personal Welfare Checks              0                              1                      

  1 

Suspicious Situations& Scams            0   1  

 1 

Peace Officer                1                                  1         

  2 

Lost/Found Property   0                  0                                

 0 

Tagged vehicles (48 hrs to tow)    1   1   2 



VIN Inspections      0   0   0 

Computer Crimes    0   0   0 

Natural Deaths      0   0   0 

Misc. Disp. (Assists)               2                   3   

 5 

    

You’d be shocked and appalled at the number of kids and young adults that 
gain access to their parents’ prescription medicines and get themselves into serious trouble! 
If you have meds – either current or expired – keep them locked up, not ‘hidden.’ If you 
have questions, contact me. I have chemical packets you can use to dissolve the old meds, if 
necessary.  
 

Not sure where everyone sits on the legalization of 
marijuana – by the time you read this it will probably be somewhat settled! – but if you do 
provide it or use it, please be cognizant of where your kids’ coats and hats and clothes are 
kept! That smoke and aroma sticks to these things. Alcohol is legal, but if a kindergartner 
showed up to school with a coat that reeked of beer or whiskey, it might raise a few 
eyebrows! 
 

Deputy Larry Jacobson / Badge# 5606 – Concord Detachment 
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